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Highlights from the Previous Report

During the December 1999 parliamentary elections, antisemitic literature was reportedly handed out
at some official election material distribution points. The antisemitic group “The Black Hundreds”
distributed antisemitic material and fired a bullet and tear gas inside a room where a meeting of
Scientologists was taking place. In 1999, small gangs of skinheads made their first appearance in the
cities of Barnaul and Biysk, attacking ethnic minorities on a regular basis.
Extremist Groups
A local human rights NGO reported that:
A branch of Barkashov’s RNU is active in Altay Kray, especially in Barnaul. The entire city is covered with
flyers with swastikas and the slogan “Beat the kikes—save Russia!” RNU activists work with youth in PTUs
[technical schools]. Every Sunday afternoon, a group of young people with red swastika armbands hold
meetings in the very center of the city and distribute printed material to passersby.
The regional authorities do not take any action against such activities, which are aimed at inciting discrimination
and violence.1

In April 2000, the bizarre antisemitic cult “Towards God’s Kingdom” (K bogoderzhaviyu) distributed
leaflets in Barnaul accusing “22 international Jewish organizations” of ruling the world and predicting that “a khan from this Jewish conspiracy” will come forth in Russia.2
The head of the extremist organization the National Bolshevik Party, Eduard Limonov, was arrested
on April 7, 2001, along with the co-founder of the party’s newspaper Limonka in Altay Kray.
Limonov was arrested by the FSB on charges of “participating in the illegal acquisition of weapons
by his party.” His arrest appeared to be related to the recent arrest in Saratov of four National Bolsheviks by the FSB as they allegedly attempted to purchase weapons from members of the neo-Nazi
group Russian National Unity.3
Limonov, whose party regularly holds racist demonstrations and distributes antisemitic literature, is
still, at the time of writing, being held in Moscow’s Lefortovo prison awaiting trial for terrorism.
In a sign of a continuing crackdown, in December 2001, the FSB arrested a local member of the
National Bolshevik Party for “hooliganism.”4
Other Antisemitic Incidents
In July 2001, the Barnaul city branch of the KPRF protested against the adoption by the State Duma
of a bill legalizing the sale of some private land in Russia. The Communists’ protest action attracted
over 500 people, who learned from a Barnaul KPRF statement that allowing the private sale of land
will mean “surrendering to a new kind of Hitler, bidding farewell to Russia, and becoming tenant
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farmers to the new masters of Russia—the USA and Israel.”5
Antisemitic Literature
In April 2001, the head of the Altay Kray branch of the Union of Writers of Russia—Vladimir
Svintsov—blasted a fellow local writer for leading a secession from the organization, shouting at a
press conference that “All of this is just the jealousy of an old Jew!”6 The Union of Writers of
Russia has many antisemites among its members.
Also in April 2001, two professors from the Barnaul State Pedagogical University—Vasily
Goncharov and Vasily Fillipov (the heads of the Department of Political History and the Department
of Philosophy respectively)—published a book entitled “Stalin: The Clash with Trotskyism and
Fascism,” which, according to the local newspaper Svobodny kurs, purports to detail an extensive,
long-running Jewish conspiracy against Russia. A Svobodny kurs article from that month gave a
detailed account of these two professors’ antisemitic publishing over the past several years:
Let us open this “academic monograph” to page 390 and read: “Since October 1917 on, Jews in Russia do not
plow, sough or build, but they take pride in the public construction that they create on the soil of our Motherland
in accordance with the stipulations of the Priority of Zion and with far reaching goals.”
Pages 390-391: “Already in the 1960s, the media was literally occupied by the Jewish intelligentsia of the
Zionist persuasion which colored with its ‘interior world’ the whole exterior—squalid, dirty, and mercenary, to
the point of primitive egoism and total contempt and hatred towards Russia, the Russian nation and the Orthodox
faith.”
Page 396: “With the coming to power of Yeltsin, almost the entire media was quickly Zionized (Moskovskie
novosti, Ogonyok, Izvestiya, Moskovsky komsomolets, Komsomolskaya pravda, Vechernyaya Moskva and all the
rest of them). The same thing is happening in the cities and towns of Russia, where like mushrooms after a rain,
all sorts of ‘svobodnyie kursy’ are springing up, in order to freely propagandize and advocate Ziono-Fascist
ideas on Russian soil.”
On page 399, the professors cite one of their favorite authors—Metropolitan Ioann of St. Petersburg and
Ladoga: “Judaism is a religion of hate”; “Russia is the state of the Russian people!”
Enough?
One would think that all of these theses should be analyzed by the appropriate agencies that are tasked with
ensuring the observance of laws and the Constitution. But these agencies (see below) have not looked into such
publications.
Therefore, Professors Vasily Goncharov and Vasily Filippov happily continue to labor on in far from ordinary
posts at BGPU. The first is the head of the department of political history, the second the head of the department
of philosophy. They continue to give lectures to students and publish their antisemitic little books. And the
leadership of the university continues to look favorably on the “academic” work of its professors. This favorable view is expressed in both moral and material support for their nationalistic works: In March [2001], the
presentation of the professors’ new book took place at the university, and before that, the university (one has to
think, not without the support of its rector) became a sponsor of this 440 page work. Other sponsors, according
to our information, were the Barnaul Glassmaking Factory and Aleyskzernoprodukt [an agribusiness]. In the
views of experts, the publication of the book cost no less than 70,000 rubles. The sponsors should have tried to
understand what they were sponsoring.
The Fruits of Impunity: From the History of Nationalism in Altay
In 1994, at the recommendation of the academic council of BGPU, the university published 3,000 copies of a
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book by Vasily Goncharov and Vasily Fillipov entitled “The Philosophy of Education in Conditions of the
Spiritual Renewal of Russia.” On page 129 of this work we read: “The ‘Judaizer Heresy’ which has occupied all
the television and radio channels and newspaper and magazine columns…”
In 1996, by a decision of the academic council of BGPU, a book by these same authors was published entitled
“Russia, Lenin and the Modern World.” Goncharov and Fillipov announced that they would “speak in the name
of our Russian people, from all of Russia” (page 11). Here is a citation: “The appearance of Yuri Andropov
created once again a problem for the Zionists. But the mechanism of killing off the Soviet leaders who were not
part of the kike-Mason scheme was already in operation. They only needed a year before there was no Yuri
Andropov.”
In 1997, Professor Filippov, by a decision of the academic council of BGPU, published through BGPU’s
publishing house the book “The Person in the Conception of Modern Scientific Knowledge: A Textbook on
Anthropology.” On page 163 we read: “Still not one Jewish mother in Russia has spilled a single tear over the
death of a Jewish son in a war. They were not there. They are all the ‘talented’ among us. They teach and raise
their children. But to fight they only send the Russians. Wake up Russian people, come to your senses and put
in order everything that has to do with your bio-genetic and social inheritance. Deal with those who for almost a
hundred years already have tried various experiments on you, like on guinea pigs. Don’t be so trusting towards
those who fill up the ruling armchairs of Russia. They are all non-Russians, directing our lives. Deal with this,
Russian person!”
In 1998, the Altay Kray prosecutor’s office refused to perform a legal expertise on the book “Russia, Lenin and
the Modern World” which, in the opinion of the chairman of the presidium of the regional collegium of lawyers,
Leonid Shpits, violates Article 282 of the Russian Federation’s Criminal Code and “is directed at inciting ethnic
enmity and insulting the ethnic dignity of the Jewish people who live in our country.”
On November 25, 1998 the dean of the Sociological Faculty of the Altay State University, Svyatoslav Grigorev,
on the program “The Russian Question: Jews in Russia” broadcast on the State Television and Radio Channel
(GTRK) “Altay,” stated:
“The Duma and the Federation Council should, of course, clearly define a differentiation of rights of peoples
living in Russia, taking into account their history and taking into account whether or not these peoples have their
own national state formation outside the borders of Russia. And in this sense, it is totally clear that the Jewish
population of Russian falls into the category of those ethnic groups that have their own state formation outside
the borders of Russia, and that should have some of their rights restricted from the point of view of the interests
of the national-state development of Russia and of the natives peoples who reside in Russia.”
In the Fall of 2000, Svyatoslav Grigorev, under the pseudonym S. Ivanov-Marin, published the brochure “An
Open Letter to the Russian Person in the Year 2000.” The author reproaches the “Russian person” for: “granting wide access to property in your house to representatives of ethnic groups that have their own national-state
formations beyond the borders of our country and an international organization that works to support this or that
state (The World Jewish Congress).” After an article in Svobodny kurs, a once active participant in the Communist movement, and now a modest official in the regional administration named Vladimir Petrenko came to
Professor Grigorev’s defense, calling him in a letter to the editor “all alone” and “brave.”
What the Law Says
From the Constitution of the Russian Federation (Article 19, Point 2):
“The state guarantees the equality of rights and freedoms to the person and citizen regardless of sex, race,
ethnicity, language, background, the state of his property or debts, beliefs, membership in public organizations,
and also other circumstances. Any form of limiting the rights of citizens because of social, racial, ethnic,
linguistic or religious membership is prohibited.”
From the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (Article 282)
The Incitement of Ethnic, Racial or Religious Hatred
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1. Actions directed toward the instigation of ethnic, racial or religious animosity, humiliation of ethnic dignity or,
similarly, propaganda of exclusiveness, superiority or inferiority of citizens on the principle of their affiliation to
religion, ethnicity or race, if these actions are committed publicly or by means of mass media, are punishable by
a fine of up to 500-800 minimal labor payments, either in salaries or other forms of income of the convicted,
within a period of five to eight months; or by imprisonment for a period of up to three years; or by imprisonment
for a period of two to four years.
2. The above mentioned actions, if committed: a) by violence or threat of violence b) by a person while using his
or her official position c) by an organized group—are punishable by imprisonment for a period of three to five
years.
A Point Blank Question
We would like to know from the rector of BGPU, Vladimir Mikhaylovich Lopatkin—How long will our future
teachers be taught by antisemite-professors?
To the Prosecutor of the region, Yuri Fyodorovich Paraskun—why isn’t the Prosecutor’s Office paying any
attention to the blatantly nationalistic works being published in Altay?
To the Chief Federal Inspector of Altay Kray, Nikolai Mikhaylovich Shuba—Who of us in the region should
enforce the norms of the Constitution of the Russian Federation?7

On May 17, 2001 Professors Fillipov and Grigorev participated in a forum held at the Professor’s
Club in Barnaul on “the nationality question.” Professor Yuri Rastov of Altay State University
reportedly employed indirect attacks on Jews in his speech, asserting that “among oligarchs there are
representatives of one nationality” while those who plough the soil are from different ethnic groups.
Professor Fillipov concentrated his ire on the local newspaper Svobodny kurs, which has campaigned
against him and other antisemitic local professors:
How long, in the end, can professors who raise very important nationality questions and who, by the way, have
never with one word offended even one representative of a different ethnic group, be persecuted?! We have no
antisemitism in this country, and we, excuse me, don’t know what antisemitism is, aside from Svobodny kurs.

This statement was reportedly met with loud applause from the audience.8
Xenophobia
In May 2001, a reporter visiting a prison colony in Mordovia interviewed the former ataman of the
Altay Cossacks—Vladimir Mikheev. Mr. Mikheev is serving nine years for violating eight sections
of the Criminal Code, including kidnapping and contraband. The interviewer asked him to explain
why he was accused of inciting ethnic hatred (though it is not clear if this was part of the indictment
against him), to which Mr. Mikheev replied that his Cossacks were “ready to defend themselves and
defend the Motherland and smack around any Kazakhs who bothered us.”9 In May 2001, the official
web site of the Altay Kray administration reported that Cossacks were eager to join recently formed
citizen patrols (druzhiny) set up to maintain order in the city of Biysk.10
Religious Intolerance
A report posted on the web site of the Barnaul Diocese of the Russian Orthodox Church in 2001
labeled Seventh Day Adventists in the city of Rubtsovsk as members of a “sect” who “preach clearly
non-Orthodox spirituality.”11 A message from the bishop of the diocese on the same web site at-
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tacked the Jehovah’s Witnesses:
As before in Altay Kray and the Republic of Altay, the influence of destructive cults and totalitarian sects is very
strong. You rarely find a point which the “Jehovah’s Witnesses” haven’t penetrated. Last year, the youth of
Barnaul put up good resistance to them by organizing a protest against sectarian events and getting their protests
into the media. For a long time, they did not hold their events in Barnaul, but within a year the “Dinamo”
Stadium gave them a space.

IRKUTSK OBLAST
Estimated Jewish Population: 7,000 according to the Jewish Agency for Israel; 8,000 in the city of
Irkutsk, according to FEOR.13
Highlights from the Previous Report
Cossacks were used to “maintain public order” in Irkutsk, leading to periodic attacks on traders from
the Caucasus. A. Romanov, a deputy in the regional legislature and head of the local branch of the
antisemitic Russian All-People’s Union, stated that only ethnic Russians should have the right to be
governor of the region. His activities reportedly included running a combat training school for local
youths. A local Pentecostal church was initially denied registration and labeled a dangerous cult by
local politicians and had to go to court to win the right to register.
Extremist Groups
A February 2001 article by Aleksandr Tarasov, an expert on skinheads in Russia, gave figures on the
estimated number of skinheads in several Russian cities. According to Mr. Tarasov, there are between
several hundred and 1,000 skinheads in Irkutsk.14
Cossacks, some of whom are openly racist, continue to patrol streets in Irkutsk. In June 2001,
Cossacks participated in a joint operation with police to arrest Chinese traders staying illegally in
Russia.15 In October 2001, a news agency reported that Cossacks patrolling Uritsky Street bring in
almost a dozen suspects to the local police station daily.16 A local television station the following
month reported that Cossacks had conducted 11 raids on markets in the city.17
In what may have been an attack by Cossacks, a Pentecostal church in the town of Badaybo was set
on fire on Sunday, July 22, 2001. Three members of the church were still inside when the fire
started, but they were able to escape. The other parishioners were at a nearby lake conducting
baptisms. The fire brigade arrived slowly and was not able to stop the fire before it caused extensive
damage. Fire inspectors determined that it was an arson, probably caused by bottles of gasoline
thrown from the street. The local pastor, Viktor Stupnitsy, claimed that on May 3, 2001 a group of
Cossacks had ordered him to stop his religious activities or face “unpleasant” consequences and that
his home had been burned down on June 22, 2000 in what fire inspectors also determined was an
arson. He added that local police refuse to share information with him related to the arson of the
church, saying that he would just use it as “propaganda.”18
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On December 31, 2001 vandals painted the words “Kikes, get out!” on the doors of the Irkutsk
synagogue.19 In earlier incidents possibly connected to antisemitism, the synagogue suffered a fire in
July 2000 (which may have been caused by faulty wiring)20 and the ten year old son of the
synagogue’s treasurer was kidnapped early in 2001 and returned a month later, possibly after a
ransom of $400,000 was paid.21
Antisemitic Media
The local newspaper Russky Vostok continued to defame Jews throughout 2001 with articles entitled
“The Kike is Coming” (No. 45, November 2001) being a typical example. Shortly after the September 11 terrorist attacks on the US, the newspaper speculated that Israel was behind the attacks.22 An
article written in Vostochno-Sibirskaya pravda, the official newspaper of the Irkutsk Oblast administration, sharply criticized the paper, which is published by the “Vernost” (“Fidelity”) organization,
headed by A. Tupik—a deputy in the regional legislature.
According to this article, Russky Vostok has a circulation of 7,000. The author cited a recent article
appearing in Russky Vostok that contained the following statement:
The kike even today runs everything in our Fatherland’s house. Jews in the government of Russia in the Duma
are already a common thing… We have allowed the accursed enemy of the Russian Orthodox person—the
Jew—to play the boss in our land, and not only play the boss, but have we even gotten to the point where it is
even possible to elect a Jew?!23

In July 2001, the Moscow-based tabloid Versiya alleged that official media in Irkutsk was blaming
“oligarchs and world Zionism” for Russia’s problems in the run-up to gubernatorial elections.24
KRASNOYARSK KRAY
Estimated Jewish Population: 5,000.25
Highlights from the Previous Report
The local newspaper Krasnoyarsky rabochy published an article proposing as “the only solution to
the Chechen problem” the deportation of the entire Chechen adult male population of any district in
Chechnya that resists Russian forces to a forest region in Krasnoyarsk.
Extremist Groups
In a February 2001 interview, Aleksandr Tarasov, a leading expert on skinheads in Russia, estimated
that there are between several hundred and 1,000 skinheads in Krasnoyarsk.26 After Victory Day
celebrations in 2000 were almost disrupted by skinheads, Krasnoyarsk police in May 2001 arrested
several skinheads waving a flag and shouting “nationalistic slogans” before they were able to reach
the demonstration area.27

209

Russian Regional Report

2001
Antisemitic Incidents

The editor of an antisemitic, pro-communist paper published in Krasnoyarsk Kray is also a member
of the regional legislature as well as the region’s leading opposition block “Nashi” (“Ours”), headed
by the speaker of the regional legislature. Oleg Pashchenko’s newspaper Krasnoyarskaya gazeta
regularly incites antisemitism, as shown by the following quotes, reported by the newspaper Novaya
gazeta:
“Let the newspaper write about Zionists and kikes. This filth has started a civil war in the country,
and have destroyed the flower of Russia with their own hands: Putin is not Stalin, he is so far too
soft, he hasn’t hung anybody, but he needs to.” (No. 16, 2001)
“People of that well-know ethnicity who have seized all the television channels and scream louder
than anybody else about the threat of a ‘return to the past’ are especially irritating.” (No. 5, 2001)
Mr. Pashchenko’s election campaign reportedly flaunted his extremist views. One of his election
flyers contained a poem of his calling for a new Stalin to carry out a “great purge.” The poem ended
with the lines: “Prepare the lists! Prepare the lists!”28
The newspaper has also featured antisemitic article with titles like “The Great Jewish Revolution?”
and “Danger—Zionism!” for which it has been warned by local official agencies, but so far not shut
down.
In a December 2001 radio interview, the leader of the liberal Union of Right Forces Boris Nemtsov
sharply criticized Mr. Pashchenko and his newspaper:
The Nashi block won there [in Krasnoyarsk Kray], it took first place [in regional elections]. A blatant Nazi
joined the Nashi block who published a newspaper that I believe is called Krasnoyarskaya gazeta where
absolutely fascist, antisemitic poems were published…29

Thirty-two headstones in
Krasnoyarsk’s Jewish cemetery were
smeared with paint, swastikas and
antisemitic slogans on August 19,
2001. The incident took place
shortly after a visit to the region by
Chief Rabbi Beryl Lazar. Nakhman
Rashkovsky—a local Jewish leader,
member of FEOR, and UCSJ’s
monitor in Krasnoyarsk—told UCSJ
that one of the slogans written on the
headstones was “Get out of Russia.”
On August 22, the headstones were
restored and security was tightened.
Desecrated gravestones, Krasnoyarsk Jewish cemetery
Mr. Rashkovsky told UCSJ that that
the desecration was probably the result of youth hooliganism, not an organized antisemitic group,
and added that local police are “actively cooperating with the Jewish community.”30
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Writing in September 2001 about the strange death of Evgeny Konovalenko—head of the
Krasnoyarsk Kray Department for the Struggle Against Organized Crime (RUBOP)—a reporter for
the newspaper Kommersant mentioned in passing that Mr. Konovalenko had once told him that
crime is “a product of world Zionism.”31
On the morning of December 24, 2001 a swastika and the words RNU were found on the façade of
the Krasnoyarsk synagogue. Police started an investigation.
Antisemitic Media
Aside from Krasnoyarskaya gazeta (mentioned above), there have been other incidents of
antisemitic publishing by local newspapers.
In March 2000, the newspaper Sibirsky kalendar published an article filled with indignant explanation marks entitled “Jewish-Communist Holiday” charging that March 8 was deliberately and secretly chosen by communists as the day to celebrate International Women’s Day because it coincides
with the Jewish holiday of Purim. “Nevertheless,” the author concluded with obvious distaste, “I
wish women a happy March 8.”33
In October 2000, the newspaper Krasnoyarskie izvestiya ran an article about the Jewish media
barons Berezovsky and Gusinsky: “[T]he joint efforts of V. Gusinsky and B. Berezovsky [against
President Putin] are connected with the needs of large-scale Jewish capital in the USA.” The author
of the same article saw a Jewish conspiracy at work in Azerbaijan too: “In Baku over the past several
years the laundering of dirty oil-dollars has taken place, as well as the transfer of finances for different secret needs of large-scale Jewish capital in the USA connected to the Republican Party.”34
In February 2001, the newspaper Segodnyashnyaya gazeta published an article entitled “Down with
American Ziono-Fascism!” quoting an Interfax interview with Sergey Kostyan—deputy head of the
International Affairs Committee of Belarus’ lower house of parliament. Without any commentary,
the paper printed Mr. Kostyan’s assertion that “the threat to peace comes, in the first place, from
American Ziono-fascism, which controls the two houses of Congress in the USA.” A cartoon showing a snake twisted into the shape of a dollar with Uncle Sam’s head on it accompanied the text of
the article. UCSJ researchers were unable to find the text of the Interfax interview cited in the
article, raising the possibility that Segodnyashnyaya gazeta invented it.35
In September 2001, a Ukrainian Jewish newspaper reported that in Zheleznogorsk, a well known
Jewish doctor sued the city newspaper Gorod i gorozhane for defamation. Dr. Eduard Belenky had
brought an Israeli flag with him to the “Day of the City” festival. The paper reportedly ran a photo of
him at the festival accompanied by a caption reading: “At the festival, space was found for dreary
Zionists and happy Tatars.”36
Xenophobia
In June 2001, Aleksandr Uss—chairman of the regional legislature and head of the “Nashi” bloc—
reportedly argued that Russia doesn’t need the help of Chinese migrants to make up for its disastrously shrinking population, because rather than trying to find jobs, Chinese migrants are really
striving to break up Russia by occupying Russian territory.37
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After intensive lobbying from regional and city authorities, the federal government officially closed
the city of Norilsk to foreigners in late 2001. According to Kommersant, the motivation behind this
return to Soviet-era practices was that migrants from Central Asia and the Caucasus were allegedly
taking away the jobs of local residents.38 The mayor of Norilsk was quoted in an AP report blaming
migrants for AIDS and the drug problem in the city and reported that anybody who is not a Russian
or Belarusian citizen can no longer buy a plane ticket to Norilsk.39 Because 10% of the city’s population of around 230,000 were (at the time) Azerbaijanis, the spokesman for the Foreign Ministry of
Azerbaijan was quoted protesting the measure vigorously, asking how the local authorities could
assume that 23,000 Azerbaijanis are all criminals deserving deportation from the city.40
Religious Intolerance
In July 2001, Segodnyashnyaya gazeta published an article strongly hinting that local Baptist had
performed a grisly “ritual murder.” Under the provocative title “In a House of Prayer, They Don’t
Just Pray, They Kill Too,” the paper reported that a castrated body had been found on the grounds of
a Baptist prayer house: “At the moment, the police are questioning the Baptists because this incident
looks like a ritual murder.”41
NOVOSIBIRSK OBLAST
Estimated Jewish Population: 15,000.42
Highlights from the Previous Report
A local human rights NGO criticized the indifference of local authorities towards the activities of
hate groups, including a group called the Workers’ Party of Russia headed by two deputies on the
Novosibirsk City Duma. A local newspaper described attacks by police and local criminal groups on
market traders from the Caucasus in connection with the “Whirlwind Anti-Terrorism” operation in
1999. On May 11, 2000 the Jesuit-run Inigo Center in Novosibirsk was raided by tax police, who
seized various documents. The Christian missionary group “Jews for Jesus” held a major event in
Novosibirsk.
Extremist Groups
In December 2000, a local newspaper
interviewed a Novosibirsk skinhead,
who declared that: “We, as representatives of the Fourth Reich, are called
upon to throw off the Caucasian and
Jewish yoke from Russia.”43
In January 2001, a member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe (PACE) called for an investigation of the Workers’ Party of Russia
after viewing a BBC report about the
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group’s violent actions in Novosibirsk, allegedly including exploding a bomb under the car of the
owner of a Turkish restaurant and setting fire to the doors of the German consulate. The PACE
deputy was especially upset by the fact that this extremist group was created by Aleksey
Bespalikov—the Vice-Governor of Novosibirsk—and that one of its leaders heads the regional
administration’s Strategic Analysis and Forecasting Center.44
As usual, May Day in Novosibirsk was marked with large-scale antisemitic demonstrations by
communists. Along with young NBP members, elderly communists held signs reading “Down with
the Jewish-Fascist Dictatorship” and “Jewish Bankers Want Our Apartments.” Demonstrators booed
a speech by the mayor of Novosibirsk, who was heckled by a man in the crowd with a megaphone
who screamed about “kikes who have robbed everybody.” A local newspaper covering the event
termed it “a reservation for antisemites and political marginals.”45
In June 2001, a local newspaper reported that Father Viktor Smetannikov, the deacon of
Novosibirsk’s Church of the Shroud of the Most Holy Mother of God, was transferred from his post
by a decision of the Novosibirsk Russian Orthodox diocese. The paper reported that Father Viktor is
well known in the city for his ties to local “national-patriotic semi-militarized organizations” and that
under his leadership, the church published the “openly antisemitic” newspaper Pokrovskie vesti.
However, it appears that the diocese’s decision was motivated by allegations that Father Viktor
improperly used donations on a variety of projects. He remains popular with many of his parishioners, who recall him as very energetic and are upset to lose him.46
Also in June, a local newspaper reported that the antisemitic cult “Towards God’s Kingdom” (K
Bogoderzhaviyu) is officially registered in Novosibirsk.47 At a March 1999 K Bogoderzhaviyu
conference held in Novosibirsk, some participants used antisemitic slurs while explaining the
movement’s bizarre ideology and perception of history (members of this cult reportedly believe that
the Ancient Jews learned the practice of lending money from followers of the Egyptian god AmonRa). The newspaper of this movement’s Novosibirsk branch, Mera, wrote in issue #13, 2000 about
the “Jewish origins of Masonry,” which was supposedly founded with the goal of controlling the
world.
On October 23, 2001, the Novosibirsk Oblast Court annulled the election registration of the “The
Stalin Block of Communists” headed by the chairman of “Working Russia” Viktor Anpilov, an
infamous antisemite (see the Moscow chapter). The court cited technical violations in electoral
legislation by the Stalin Block to explain its decision, as well as the group’s failure to obtain permission from any of Stalin’s descendants to use his name.48
Antisemitic Media
The web site of the Aleksandr Nevsky Cathedral in Novosibirsk contains numerous brochures that
demonize religious minorities. A brochure that attacks the Jehovah’s Witnesses contains a strong
antisemitic component. The text’s conclusion begins with the following words:
Two thousand years ago, the Jews didn’t recognize God incarnate, and gave him up to be crucified. As if that
wasn’t enough, persecution which knew no limits started against the followers of Jesus Christ. But the persecutors of Christians came against a surprising phenomenon: every drop of blood spilled by the martyrs for the faith
grew into hundreds of more believers. And then the enemy of salvation of human souls changed tactics by trying
to destroy the Church from within—heresies of varies kinds began to shake the Church in the first centuries of
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Christianity. A special place among them was taken by heresies that tried to apply Jewish views to Christian
teachings—those heretics were called Judaizers. The followers of the Judaizers of the first centuries who didn’t
recognize Jesus Christ as God and didn’t believe in the Trinity… are the Jehovah’s Witnesses—a powerful
international organization headed by a Ruling Corporation in the city of Brooklyn, USA.49

The Novosibirsk branch of the Petrovsky Academy of Science and Art is a major center of
antisemitic publishing. A 1999 publication by Valery Gabrusenko entitled “Where to Search for
Fascists in Russia” is a typical example, in which the author argues that:
Just like all authoritative figures of world Zionism, almost all the Western media (which is totally in the hands of
Jews) and most of today’s “Russian” (really Jewish) media think that six million Jews were victims of fascism
out of a total number of 15 million, in other words, two out of every three [sic]. A terrible tragedy!... But this is
where the miracles start. It turns out that, in comparison with their pre-war numbers, the number of Jews after
the war fell by less than one million… In short, it turns out that the “Holocaust” is a myth dreamed up by the
Jews themselves.50

The newspaper Russkaya Sibir regularly publishes antisemitic articles. In April 2001, it accused
“kike-democratic riff-raff” of persecuting Yuri Budanov—a Russian officer accused of raping and
murdering a young Chechen woman.51 The editor of this paper—Igor Kolodezenko—authored a
2001 brochure entitled “Anti-Zionism in Russia” which openly called for violence against Jews.
Under the evocative sub-heading “What is to be Done?” Mr. Kolodezenko wrote:
Don’t shoot yourself, shoot.
Go and beat down the enemy.
We all have to die sometime, so isn’t it better to die with honor, like a martyr, with the thanks of the people, than
to be a traitor to the faith and to dear Rus.
We Russians have no choice: Either we drive the Jews out of power over Russia and cure ourselves of this
deadly attack, or they will finish us off.52

Since the brochure was widely distributed in Siberia, including in Kemerovo, a Jewish activist there
sent an official request to the Prosecutor General’s Office to open a criminal case based on Article
282 against Mr. Kolodezenko. The federal office forwarded his request to the Prosecutor’s Office of
the city of Novosibirsk. Incredibly, on September 24, 2001 the city prosecutor refused to open a
case, claiming that there was no evidence of a crime. However, the Novosibirsk Oblast Prosecutor’s
Office overruled that decision and opened a case on November 20, 2001.53 At the time of writing
this report, no further details about the course of this case are known.
The antisemitic group “Pamyat” has a branch in Novosibirsk which publishes its own newspaper of
the same name.
Religious Intolerance
In March 2001, the Novosibirsk diocese of the Russian Orthodox Church refused to send representatives to a exhibit on local religions at the “Siberian Fair.” Reportedly, leaders of the diocese were
upset at the inclusion of “totalitarian sects” in the fair, which in their minds included Catholics,
Baptists and Mormons.54
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OMSK OBLAST

Estimated Jewish Population: 2,800.55
Highlights from the Previous Report
On March 31, 2000 Omsk police searched the office of a company that had been forcibly taken over
by the RNU and arrested 12 RNU members. One of those arrested had an identification card showing him to be an aide to a State Duma deputy. Reportedly, the Omsk RNU was used by various
criminal gangs in the city to settle disputes. The RNU distributed leaflets in Omsk depicting a knight
slaying a Jew with a snake’s body.
Raisa Isakova, a scientific researcher in Omsk and an activist in the local Jewish community, presented credible evidence to UCSJ that her volunteer work for the Jewish Agency in Russia, which
promotes immigration to Israel, made her a target of the FSB and strongly influenced the decision by
OVIR (the government agency in charge of issuing visas) to deny her an international visa. The FSB
allegedly tried to recruit Ms. Isakova to spy on the Jewish Agency for Russia, in exchange for a visa.
She refused, and was in turn refused permission to leave the country to visit her son in Israel on the
grounds of her access to state secrets.
Extremist Groups
In a February 2001 interview, Aleksandr Tarasov, an expert on skinheads in Russia, claimed that
there were between several hundred and 1,000 skinheads in Omsk.56
In May 2001, a local newspaper printed a detailed article about extremist activity in Omsk. The
article started with a description of graffiti reading “Don’t buy apartments, garages or dachas from
kikes, churbans [a pejorative for people from Central Asia], Gypsies or Kazakhs, they will soon have
to throw everything away!” and “Russians—to the axe! Kazakhs, go to [president of Kazakhstan
Nursultan] Nazarbaev!” This graffiti remained on the walls for several months, and was only
cleaned up by city authorities after the reporter who wrote the article started making enquiries.
The author of the article went on to report that over the previous winter, the windows of the local
synagogue were periodically broken and that skinheads had gathered at a World War II monument on
Hitler’s birthday (April 20). On May 15, 2001 two skinheads broke the windows of the city’s main
mosque. Enraged Muslims poured out onto the street and subdued the skinheads, who were armed
with metal chains. Despite the logical assertion by the city’s mufti that the attack was a hate crime,
police only charged the attackers with hooliganism. On May 17, the mosque’s windows were shattered again, but this time nobody was arrested.57 In August 2001, Aleksandr Sakov—a local Jewish
activist and regional monitor for UCSJ—reported that the Jewish community had successfully
lobbied the regional administration to provide police protection to the synagogue. A police post was
set up that provides the synagogue with round the clock protection, paid for out of the budget of the
regional government.58 Despite this extra protection, in December, Mr. Sakov informed UCSJ that:
Yesterday on December 8, bricks once again flew at the southern side of the synagogue (where the police post is
located). Two windows of the synagogue were broken. At the time in Omsk it was 32 degrees below zero
[Celsius]. One of the windows is round and has the image of the Star of David. Just by luck, one of the bricks
that went through the window didn’t damage the upper part of the Holy Ark, which is made of valuable wood.
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Nobody was caught and local police have been informed [of the attack].59

On the evening of September 21, 2001 around a dozen youths surrounded Rabbi Osher Krichevsky
and three visitors from Israel on the street, knocking the kippa off the rabbi’s head and stealing his
hat. The incident happened near the building of the regional MVD, but when the rabbi and his
companions asked police officers standing in front of the building for help, they refused, saying that
they couldn’t leave their posts. In the meantime, the young attackers disappeared.60
In November 2001, Professor Evgeny Smirnov of Omsk State University decided not to attend a
Jewish cultural festival after receiving an anonymous phone call threatening him with some kind of
unpleasantness if he attended. The Festival of Jewish Books, which took place that same year in
other cities, was scheduled for November 19-25 in Omsk and was sponsored by the “Shalom-21st
Century” organization. Professor Smirnov was scheduled to discuss Jewish symbolism in Russian
literature.61
Antisemitic Media
The local newspaper Omskoe vremya continued to incite hatred against Jews in 2001. In November
2001, the paper spread the following lie (which is common in the Middle East) about the September
11 terrorist attacks in the US:
On September 12, around 4,000 Jewish families made statements about losing loved ones, but… [ellipsis in the
original] over the course of several days all those voices fell silent. This was very suspicious, since it is known
that if just four Jews had died, a huge noise would break out in the world. During the FBI’s investigation, a list
of workers at the Trade Center was checked. It turned out that not one of the 4,000 Jews who work at the Center
went to work on September 11.62

On June 26, 2001 members of the Omsk city Jewish organization “Shalom—XXI Century” sent a
complaint to the Prosecutor of the central district of Omsk demanding an investigation of antisemitic
jokes published in a local newspaper. The plaintiffs named Vladimir Kem, the editor of the Omsk
newspaper Novoe obozrenie, as responsible for the offensive publication. The Prosecutor’s Office of
Omsk Oblast eventually refused to start a criminal case.
An August 28, 2001 report by the IMA-Press Omsk News Agency criticized the Jewish
community for taking offense at what the author of the report called “totally inoffensive jokes.” The
report gave one example, which was also included in the Jewish community’s official request to the
Prosecutor’s Office—“How was the copper wire invented? Two Jews refused to share a five kopeck
piece.”
Another “inoffensive joke”—“I was walking not too long ago along the river. The weather was
great, the sun was shining. And then suddenly I see a Jew drowning in the river. And I thought—
what does this have to do with me? It’s a pleasant thing at least.”
The community’s official request to the Prosecutor’s Office noted that the jokes were published the
day before the 60th anniversary of Nazi Germany’s attack on the Soviet Union and accused Mr. Kem
of disrespect for the millions of Jewish victims of fascism. The text of the Prosecutor’s Office’s
refusal to start a criminal case justified the decision by asserting that the jokes were clearly meant to
be humorous, that they were copied from a book of jokes and therefore the newspaper could not be
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held responsible, and that a linguistic expertise conducted by the Omsk Pedagogical University’s
Department of Linguistics found nothing offensive about the jokes.63
TOMSK OBLAST
Highlights from the Previous Report
The head of the local RNU, who was charged with inciting ethnic hatred in 1999, was sentenced to
three years in prison, but then quickly amnestied. In May 2000, the regional legislature studied a law
banning the use of Nazi symbols. In July 2000, an antisemitic monarchist group held a procession in
honor of Tsar Nicholas II. In August 2000, the head of the local Chechen community appealed to the
local authorities to protect his community from racist attacks, alleging that many Chechens have
been assaulted by veterans of the war in Chechnya.
Extremist Groups
In a February 2001 article, Aleksandr Tarasov, a leading expert on skinheads in Russia, estimated
that there are between several hundred and 1,000 skinheads in Tomsk.64
In a sad and ironic twist of history, a German journalist visiting Tomsk in April 2001 told an audience of local students that he was shocked to see swastikas twice during his trips around their city.
He pointed out that in Germany, such incidents would be dealt with resolutely by law enforcement
agencies.65
In August 2001, UCSJ’s Tomsk monitor David Kizhner reported that the regional parliament had not
yet adopted a proposed law banning the use of Nazi symbols on the territory of the region.66
Antisemitic Incidents
In May 2001, a religious fanatic was sentenced to nine months in prison for a February 2001 attack
on Aleksandr Kazantsev—a well known Tomsk poet. According to articles appearing in a local
newspaper, Viktor Tokarev—an elder in the Petro-Pavlovsk Cathedral in Tomsk—assaulted Mr.
Kazantsev inside the building of the local Writers’ Union because he was upset at one of his poems,
which he perceived as mocking Christianity. Mr. Tokarev then sat down to wait for the police, all the
while yelling at Mr. Kazantsev, who lay on the floor: “We are going to destroy people like you, at
first morally, and then physically!” and “There is no place for people like you in Tomsk—go to your
Israel!”
During his trial, Mr. Tokarev was reportedly supported by a priest from the Petro-Pavlovsk Cathedral, who argued that those who insult God should be punished. Mr. Tokarev was quoted as saying
that he assaulted Mr. Kazantsev in “a state of prayer,” while Mr. Kazantsev replied in the newspaper
by warning of “Black Hundred” activity in Tomsk, including the publication of an antisemitic newspaper called Russkoe slovo.67
On November 25, 2001, three days before a ceremony commemorating the opening of a Jewish
center in Tomsk, the building was painted with swastikas. A policewoman who arrived on the scene
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shortly after the vandalism was discovered refused to record the incident as a
crime, arguing that nobody was hurt,
and therefore the police would not
search for the culprits. In addition to
the swastikas, the vandals painted the
words “Kikes get out of Russia!” and
“Russia for Russians!” on the walls of
the building. The incident was not
mentioned in the local press or by local officials, possibly out of fear of bad
publicity on the eve of local parliamentary elections.68
On November 28, a local newspaper
reported that opponents of Vadim
Vandalized Tomsk Jewish Center
Kholin—a candidate for office in the
Michurinsky electoral district—had distributed leaflets reading “Jews for Kholin!” along with other
leaflets accusing Mr. Kholin of corruption.69
In December 2001, a local academic was quoted as saying that television portrayals of ethnic minorities lead to negative stereotypes against Jews, people from the Caucasus and Roma (Gypsies).70
Antisemitic Media
On October 31, 2001 the local newspaper Zhizn published a faked document, supposedly an appeal
from “The All-World Zionist Organization to the Jews of Russia.” The “appeal” begins with the
following words:
Brothers! The hour of our great Victory is close! We are on the verge of world rule, which our God promised
us. The SONS OF ZION WILL RULE THE WORLD! The bombing of the “White House” [the Russian
Parliament in October 1993] opened before us limitless possibilities. RUSSIA IS ON ITS KNEES!71

Reacting to the September 11 terrorist attacks in the US, the local newspaper Iskra argued that
Russian communists should not support Muslim terrorists in their efforts to kill Americans, but
rather:
We believe that there should be a struggle not against the American people, but against Ziono-fascism, which has
seized power in the USA in the same way that it grabbed it in Russia. Today, the Ziono-fascist leadership of the
USA is not just the enemy of the whole Muslim world, but also the enemy of Russia and the enemy of all of
progressive humanity.
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FAR EASTERN FEDERAL DISTRICT
KAMCHATKA OBLAST
Highlights from the Previous Report

In August 2000, a newspaper reported that in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, the local branch of the
LDPR and an organization called the Slavic National Patriotic Union backed a referendum to halt the
construction of a mosque for the 30,000 Muslims who live in the city. Reportedly, the head of the
local Russian Orthodox diocese supported the referendum, asserting that Kamchatka is a traditionally Orthodox region.
The chairman of the Muslim Communities Union claimed that the city had given permission to build
the mosque in 1993, and that $53,000 had already been invested in building it. Reportedly, his car
was blown up in 1999 and his offices were raided by police, who did not present a warrant.
Extremist Groups
The governor of Kamchatka Oblast—Mikhail Mashkovtsev of the KPRF—reportedly attended an
April 8, 2001 rally organized by the local branch of the RNU, called to express support for accused
Russian war criminal Colonel Yuri Budanov (See the Rostov Oblast chapter). The rally was held on
Theater Square in the regional capital Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky. Governor Mashkovtsev, who
spoke at the event, reportedly signed a resolution in support of Colonel Budanov which read, in part:
“We, the people of Kamchatka Oblast, express our decisive protest against the shameful trial of
Colonel Yuri Budanov… Seeing this trial as an ideological intervention by the enemies of Russia,
we demand that Yuri Budanov be immediately released from custody.”
The head of the local branch of the RNU, Sergey Grishin, added in his speech: “America, Israel and
the whole NATO block and its minions are warring against Russia through the arms of the Chechen
bandits.”1
In November 2001, a local newspaper complained that security at a November 7 rally to commemorate the anniversary of the Russian Revolution: “Did not notice the impudent idiots who screamed
fascist calls and Nazi slogans for the whole hall to hear.”2
KHABAROVSK KRAY
Estimated Jewish Population: 9,000.3
Highlights from the Previous Report
A local human rights NGO reported that the RNU was registered in the region and added that:
“Today, members of the RNU hold meetings and demonstrations in the region, and distribute fliers
and newspapers. The authorities keep silent.” A local newspaper noted that the RNU had between
“100-300 ‘fighters’ ready to do battle for a ‘Russian Order.’” RNU members and Cossacks hired as
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security guards at a dacha compound terrorized local residents. After violently resisting the police,
some of the guards were charged with kidnapping and torturing passersby, whom they accused of
being thieves. In September 2000, the city court of Komsomolsk-na-Amure ruled that the
Khabarovsk RNU must cease its activity. In May 2000, Keston News Service reported that US
missionary Dan Pollard continued to face obstacles in returning to Khabarovsk Kray, from which he
had been driven out by local officials who refused to register his church or renew his visa.
Extremist Groups
A local human rights NGO reported that: “The open activity of the RNU, which is aimed at spreading propaganda of ethnic exclusivity and the incitement of inter-ethnic animosity through the use of
the media, does not inspire the necessary counter-measures from law enforcement agencies.4
In a similar vein, a local newspaper complained about the police’s lack of reaction to RNU graffiti:
“MD” has written several times already about the antisemitic and nationalistic slogans that decorate Khabarovsk and its suburbs, on the eve of
Victory Day we even took action ourselves to eliminate the graffiti in
dacha complexes along the Vladivostok Highway. After this action, a
representative of the kray’s UVD [Department of Internal Affairs] visited
our office, supposedly in order to take this graffiti Nazism under his control. However, not a single official document proving that even one of
these artists has been detained and fined has yet arrived at our office.5

RNU graffiti, Khabarovsk

The same paper also reported on efforts by the RNU to have its youth wing registered. After failing
to achieve registration for its “Kolovrat” youth club, the RNU was allegedly offered a partnership
with the already registered branch of ROSTO—an official body that trains pre-draft age children for
military service. The hate group planned to use this registration to legalize its training of local youth
(14 years old and up) in combat skills and ideology. Registration, however, was not granted. The
author of the article noted with alarm that the head of the regional ROSTO had just been given a high
post in the office of the Presidential Plenipotentiary for the Far Eastern Federal District.6
Efforts to strip the RNU of its registration in the region were continually frustrated by court decisions. Twice, the local Department of Justice won in the city court of Komsomolsk-na-Amure, only
to have the regional court strike the decision down.7
According to a local paper, police are constantly complaining about Cossacks hired out as private
security guards beating suspected robbers before handing them over to the police. Cossacks and
many residents respond that the police aren’t doing enough to protect the public.8
Antisemitic Media
In June 2001, the lead article in a local paper sharply criticized a local racist and antisemitic newspaper called Soprotivlenie (“Resistance”) published by the Khabarovsk Club of Patriots, which constantly attacks Jews and people from the Caucasus. The author concluded the article by calling for
local authorities to ban the use of Nazi symbols and fascist publications.9
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