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They had thought they would be safe in Russia, but encountered anti-Semitism from the outset. On one occasion, a Shabbat group they attended was attacked.
The husband took on construction work wherever he could find it.
Persuaded to return to Grozny on the basis that the situation had improved, they were forced by renewed fighting
to go back to Russia, where they again encountered anti-Semitism including, they said, an attack which left the
wife hospitalised.90

A February 2001 article in Nezavisimaya gazeta about ethnic hatred in various trouble spots around
the world had a section on Chechnya, a region where many local inhabitants have never even seen a
Jew, and yet where antisemitism is reportedly alarmingly high. The author reported being told on
numerous occasions about how “Chechens have fallen victim to the world Zionist conspiracy” and
that “Jews, using the clumsy hands of the Russians, kill Muslims.” According to the article, after the
invasion of Dagestan in1999 by Chechen fighters, the chief ideologist of the warlords, Molvadi
Udugov, declared that the Chechens were fighting not against the Russians, but against world Zionism, with the ultimate goal of “liberating Jerusalem.” A Georgian politician named Georgi
Zaalishvili, who spent a year in captivity in Chechnya, is quoted as saying that:
More than anything, the fundamentalists hated for some reason not Russians, but Jews. They supplied me with
literature which was basically the same as what Pamyat and similar organizations distribute in Moscow. The
kike-Mason conspiracy was one of their favorite topics of conversation.91

According to a January 26, 2001 report on NTV’s web site, an ethnic Ukrainian extremist captured in
Dagestan with a large amount of weapons and explosives explained to Russian police that he joined
the Chechen resistance because he hates Jews. Boris Sheludchenko claimed that he and 30 other
Ukrainian fighters trained in the “Saturn” camp outside of Lviv before leaving for Chechnya. There
he converted to Islam and was preparing to launch a suicide bomb attack against the Russians in
exchange for a promise from Chechen fighters to send a large amount of money to his wife.92 There
have been reports in the Russian media of Ukrainian extremists, especially members of the neofascist UNA-UNSO organization, fighting in Chechnya against Russian troops.93 In March 2001, a
British-born Islamic militant reportedly captured in Chechnya was interviewed on Russian government television raving about jihad against Russians and Jews.94
In August 2001, a Grozny newspaper reported that its editorial staff had received a letter from something called “The Supreme Sharia Court” accusing journalists of consorting with Christians and Jews
and receiving money from “the Jew [George] Soros.” The journalists were given the chance to
“repent” to escape their “death sentences” being carried out. The author noted that the paper had
also been threatened by the Russian authorities for allegedly sympathizing with the rebels.95
One bit of bright news amid the hellish conditions prevailing in Chechnya came in August 2001,
when it was announced that the Grozny synagogue was being rebuilt using money from the Russian
Jewish Congress.96 Whether or not any Jews will ever come back to worship there remains an open
question.
REPUBLIC OF DAGESTAN
Estimated Jewish Population: 1,700 in Makhachkala; 250 in Buynaksk.97
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Jews were regularly targeted for murder and kidnapping. As of June 5, 2000 at least 63 remained
kidnapped, with all but seven presumed dead. In Buynaksk, Jews were continuously harassed and
the local synagogue was bombed. A representative of Chicago Action for Jews in the Former Soviet
Union—a UCSJ affiliate—had a gun planted in his luggage at the Makhachkala airport as he was
preparing to leave; he observed this happening and managed to stop this attempt to frame him in
time.
Antisemitic Incidents
Kidnapping of Jews has decreased dramatically since Russian troops took control over most of
Chechnya, but local conditions force many Jews to still leave for Israel. A bomb was thrown into the
house of a Makhachkala Jewish leader on January 23, 2001, causing extensive damage, but no
injuries.98 In June 2001, two Jews in Buynaksk were found murdered in their home. The victims—a
man and his 18 year old daughter, both of whom were deaf-mutes—were about to emigrate to Israel
and may have been murdered by potential buyers of their home who refused to pay a fair price for it,
knowing that many Jews are desperate to leave.99
A June 2001 article in Komsomolskaya pravda on how terrorism in Israel is making some former
Soviet immigrants consider returning to the FSU set up the following question for a variety of politicians and commentators: Should we allow those who emigrated to Israel to return to Russia?
Gadzhi Makhachev, State Duma deputy from Dagestan and deputy chairman of the Duma’s Committee on Public and Religious Organizations, was quoted as saying the following:
Russia is not a transfer point and they [former Soviet Jews] should not be allowed to return. They left Russia in
the most difficult times. They sought out paradise there. And they found it. Now it’s bad there and they are
returning. One should be a patriot of the state of which you became a citizen and under which flag you stand,
and if bad things happen, then you must take up weapons and defend yourself and your land.100

On September 12, 2001 a rally was held in Khasavyurt condemning Israel’s policies in the occupied
territories. Some rally participants expressed their readiness to go fight on the side of the Palestinians.101
Antisemitic Media
In October 2001, a local newspaper called Molodyozh Dagestana referred to a Moscow-based journalist as a “Mason”—a code word for Jew. The article cited the journalist’s inclusion in “The Masonic Gallery of Russia” published in the rabidly antisemitic newspaper Russky vestnik.102
Religious Intolerance
In an article mostly about the threat posed by Islamic fundamentalism in Dagestan, a Makhachkala
paper reported that “even Muslim women have started to join the Jehovah’s Witnesses sect, which is
completely alien to Islam. The head of the Chinar village administration, Rubas, and others had to
ask law enforcement agencies for assistance in protecting people from these Jehovah’s Witnesses.”103
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REPUBLIC OF KABARDINO-BALKARIYA

Estimated Jewish Population: 1,500.104
Highlights from the Previous Report
On September 26, 1999 a congress entitled “For Peace and Friendship Between the Peoples of the
Caucasus Together with the Peoples of Russia” took place in Nalchik. One hundred seventy four
delegates from various ethnic communities around the Caucasus attended the meeting, which was
organized by the local KPRF. Svetlana Danilova, a leader of the Nalchik Jewish community, was
prevented from speaking and reported in an article published in the Nalchik Jewish community
newspaper Tovushi that antisemitic publications were distributed at the congress. On May 3, 2000
the Nalchik synagogue was robbed and vandalized.
In December 1999, Laura Likhtman, an 18 year old Israeli citizen who was kidnapped on July 29,
1999, was rescued by Russian soldiers in Chechnya. She was then brought to her relatives in
Nalchik looking “swollen and sick” but otherwise unharmed. That same month, as Russian soldiers
prepared to take Grozny, Chechen kidnappers killed many of their captives to cover their tracks,
including Lev Melikhov, a 52 year old Jew from Nalchik.
In March 2000, JTA reported that Roman Ashurov, a 61 year old Jew from Nalchik, had been released after a year in captivity in Chechnya. As he tried to make his way back home, weak and sick
after being subjected to torture by his captors, he was detained by Russian security forces and placed
in the notorious Chernokozovo filtration camp, where human rights groups report that torture is
regularly practiced. There he met Andrey Babitsky, the Radio Free Europe journalist who at the time
was being secretly held there. Luckily, Mr. Babitsky managed to persuade prison officials to let Mr.
Ashurov go, probably saving his life.
According to Keston News Service, as of early November 2000, the Republic had the 2nd worst reregistration record in Russia; only 1/8 of religious organizations already having registration have
gone through the mandatory re-registration process, and thus faced “liquidation” (dissolution) at the
end of the year. The Jewish community has successfully re-registered, but local officials refuse to
register the Jehovah’s Witnesses, on the grounds that their door to door missionary work in the
predominantly Muslim republic could lead to Witnesses being killed by “fanatical Muslims.”
UCSJ’s Regional Monitor on Local Conditions105
The [Jewish] community in Nalchik is over 200 years old. The Jewish people became a part of the
Kabardin and Balkar peoples. The problem of antisemitism here, perhaps, is not as severe as in other
regions of Russia. Just the fact that during the [Nazi] occupation, local residents saved Mountain
Jews from destruction, says it all. “They aren’t Jews, but Tats,” they told the occupiers [Tats are also
known as Mountain Jews]. That’s great, but an outflow [of Jewish emigration] from the republic
happened anyway. From 12,000, the community has shrunk to a little more than 1,500. What are the
reasons? What happened in relations between people? The perestroika period was noted for an
explosion of criminality, rackets and extortion. Jews suffered from this. They started being forced to
repatriate [to Israel], they sold their homes for almost nothing. Even those who never dreamed of
moving tore themselves away from their native places, throwing away their networks, their jobs and
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homes and quickly moved to Israel and America. They had to save their children, give them a future.
There was nothing here to hope for. Nobody stood up for the Jews. Today, things are somewhat
different. Sellers at the market, doctors, housewives and academics all say: “It’s sad that the Jews
left the country.” They all felt guilty about it. The president [of the republic] often stated that aid
would be given to those who return. Relations with the [Jewish] community are more than attentive.
The president himself gave money to the “Tovush” center when the dance ensemble was invited to
Austria. Regional newspapers constantly cover the life of the Jewish community.
Today, there are a little more than 1,500 in the community. Whether all the Jews leave or not, time
will tell, but if they do, it will probably have more to do with the economy than with antisemitism.
Kidnapping of Jews
In August 2001, the republic’s Supreme Court sentenced Bulat Umalatov to seven and a half years in
prison for kidnapping Israeli citizen Laura Likhtman (See “Highlights from the Previous Report”).
Mr. Umalatov’s lawyer—Ilyas Timishev—made the following (unsuccessful) argument on behalf of
his client:
Let’s pretend for a minute that Israel has declared war on Russia. I am sure that Umalatov will fight for his
Motherland. But on whose side will be the soldier of the Israeli army Likhtman—that is the question.106

REPUBLIC OF NORTH OSSETIYA/ALANIYA
Estimated Jewish Population: 2,000.107
Highlights from the Previous Report
In late 1999, a 50 year old Jewish woman, Dr. Larisa Mikhalian, was kidnapped by Chechens. She
was released in April 2000, so sick that she was almost blind.
On July 5, 2000 officials reportedly sealed the door of a newly constructed house of worship for
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Alagir, despite the fact that the Jehovah’s Witnesses had obtained all the
necessary permits for its use.
Extremist Groups
In February 2001, the official newspaper of the regional administration printed an article condemning antisemitic slogans chanted at a recent meeting of the republican branch of the KPRF. According
to the article, which was unfortunately vague on what exactly was said at the demonstration, the
local KPRF leadership advertised the rally to its supporters as a protest against increases in the price
of gas. Some participants in the rally were quoted expressing their dismay at the “provocational”
nature of slogans chanted at the demonstration. The chairman of the Shalom Jewish community was
quoted asking sarcastically: “What connection could there be between tariffs on the price of gas and
electricity and Zionism?” and characterized the event as “a shame.”
The author of the article concluded by asserting that such antisemitic displays were, luckily, rare in
North Ossetiya, but need to be dealt with while they are still developing at an early stage. He recom29
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mended that the local authorities start a criminal case based on the Communists’ incitement of ethnic
hatred.108
In April 2001, a memorial in Vladikavkaz to over 300 local Jewish soldiers who died in World War II
was destroyed by vandals. The head of the Shalom Jewish Community in Vladikavkaz, Mark
Petrushansky, told the news service that the monument was set to be unveiled on Victory Day (May
9) and that antisemitic slogans had been painted on what remains of the monument.109
ROSTOV OBLAST
Estimated Jewish Population: 15,000.110
Highlights from the Previous Report
In April 2000, the newspaper Izvestiya reported that the Invincible Don Host and the city administration of Belaya Kaltiva had signed an agreement to establish Cossack patrols. In the city of Azov,
Cossacks have patrolled since 1993. The Regional Legislature passed a law in 2000 legalizing this
cooperation and the governor recommended that other municipal governments consider having
Cossack patrols of their own. According to a poll, 64.1% of Don Cossacks suffer from
“Caucasophobia.” In October 1999, the Great Don Host appealed to the Russian government to stop
the inflow of migrants from the Caucasus and in May 2000, 300 residents of the village of Bolshaya
Martynovka, led by local Cossacks, demonstrated in front of the local governmental building demanding that people from the Caucasus be expelled from the village.
In November 2000, a newspaper reported that members of the KPRF, the Russian Orthodox Church
and Cossack groups all expressed their fears to Presidential Plenipotentiary Viktor Kazantsev that
plans to reopen a mosque in the city of Taganrog would increase the threat of Islamic fundamentalism in the region. However, the regional government insisted that Muslim communities have the
right to restore mosques and Interior Minister Vladimir Rushaylo reportedly told the local Russian
Orthodox and Islamic leadership to work out a compromise or else federal authorities would intervene.
Extremist Groups
Cossacks
Two Cossack groups with the same name—the Invincible Don Host—are based in Rostov. The
largest—headed by Ataman Viktor Vodolatsky, who is also deputy governor of Rostov Oblast—is
supported by the regional government, while a smaller faction—headed by Ataman Nikolai
Kozitsyn—has no apparent support from the regional authorities. Both are openly racist, and Mr.
Kozitsyn’s organization is militantly antisemitic (see previous UCSJ reports). Mr. Vodolatsky and
his organization continued in 2001 to incite hatred against migrants, calling for restrictions on migration and the building of mosques and mounting joint patrols with police to “keep order.”
In January 2001, President Putin rejected a request that Rostov Oblast be granted the status of a
territory with special regulations governing residence and registration. Deputy Governor Vodolatsky

30

Russian Regional Report

2001

sent this proposal to Vladimir Putin at the end of 2000. The Cossack leader had proposed that
migrants and forcibly displaced persons be deprived of their rights. The Cossacks demanded the
introduction of regular registration for “outsiders” (inogorodtsy) limiting how long they can stay in
the region, deporting them even for minor offences, testing their knowledge of laws and the language, and refusing them the right to live near strategic facilities, including nuclear power stations,
reservoirs, dams, military units, border area, and airports. In response, the president reportedly
called for the migration issue to undergo further study.111
In an interview later that month, Vice Governor Vodolatsky explained the Cossacks’ opposition to
migrants coming to Southern Russia by blaming them for rising crime rates, saying: “We don’t want
anybody to be parasites on our land.” He described different agreements the Cossacks had reached
with local governments to “preserve public order, end the distribution of narcotics and muggings,
and defend the honor and dignity of citizens.” He claimed that 700 Cossacks mount police patrols in
Rostov Oblast with the approval of the local governor. In the Don Region (Rostov and Volgograd),
Mr. Volodatsky claimed that 35,000 Cossacks could be mobilized at any time.112
In February 2001, Vice Governor Vodolatsky announced that several cities and districts in the region
had reinforced municipal Cossack units, that Cossack detachments would serve on the RussiaUkraine border and the border between Rostov Oblast and Stavropol Kray, and that these new Cossack units will cooperate with law enforcement agencies, customs officials and fishing inspectors.113
On March 10, 2001 a large-scale clash between Cossacks and Chechens took place in the village of
Bogoroditskoe, Peshchanokopsky District. Several dozen people from both sides, many armed with
knives and axes, took part in the fight after around 80 Cossacks came to the village at the invitation
of a local collective farm director. Many local residents reportedly blamed Chechens, who outnumber Russians in the village, of stealing. Tensions exploded after a March 8 fight between Russian
and Chechen youths in a local nightclub. One young Chechen resident of the village described the
attack in the following way:
I was at the park chatting with some girls when they approached me. They were wearing camouflage uniforms,
like OMON; some had batons in their hands, others had whips. They asked who I was. I answered it was none
of their business. So they charged. They hit me several times with batons, but I managed to escape. There were
30, maybe 40 people running after me, but they got tired quickly.

A Chechen resident of the village had this to say about the accusations of thievery that reportedly set
the stage for the clash:
The thieves are everywhere, among Chechens as well as among Russians and Ukrainians. But when a Russian
steals something then it’s Petrov or Sidorov who stole it, not “the Russians.” And when a Chechen steals
something, it’s “the Chechens” who’ve done it.114

On March 13, 700 residents from Bogoroditskoe and neighboring villages gathered to call for the
expulsion of Chechens who had taken part in the clash.115
In June 2001, around 30-40 heavily armed Cossacks reportedly went to a village near Novocherkassk
populated mostly by Roma (Gypsies), demanding to see the leaders of the Roma community, whom
they accused of drug trafficking. When those leaders could not be found, the Cossacks reportedly
took some women and children hostage. They allegedly beat one of their hostages—the son of a
Roma leader—to death.116
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In August 2001, another inter-ethnic clash took place, this time between about 100 Russians and 30
Chechens in the village of Kiselevka. The next day, the police organized a joint meeting of Russian
and Chechen residents to discuss the clash. A resolution was passed to form a joint RussianChechen citizen’s brigade (druzhina) to help police the village. Several local Cossacks, however,
expressed their opposition to this creative approach to the problem: “We simply don’t want them to
live here,” one Cossack told a correspondent for a national newspaper, shortly after a local police
official assured the same reporter that the clash had nothing to do with ethnic hatred.117
Also in August, a group of Cossacks and around 400 Russian Orthodox believers attacked an outdoor Pentecostal service in Azov. The attackers set chairs on fire and completely dismantled the tent
while singing religious hymns. The mayor of Azov allegedly drove by as the attack was taking place,
and expressed his regret to the Pentecostals that this was taking place on a weekend, otherwise he
and other city officials could do something about it. Police reportedly refused to open an investigation of the attack, which was followed by several graffiti incidents directed against the Pentecostals’
cars and buses, including swastikas. Ataman of the Azov Cossacks Andrey Beshentsev was quoted
as saying about the attack: “We are like Dostoevsky—to be non-Orthodox means to be non-Russian;
non-Russian means non-Orthodox.”118
In November, the leadership of the Invincible Don Host sent an appeal to Presidential Plenipotentiary
for the Southern Federal District Viktor Kazantsev asking that Cossacks be put in charge of policing
migration. The appeal read, in part: “Migrants bring to the Don norms of living that incite conflict
and are aggressive and are alien to the local and native population. Areas where they have settled
have become constant centers of inter-ethnic conflict.”
The Cossacks demanded that new laws be passed that restrict migration of foreign citizens and
stateless persons to the Northern Caucasus and require knowledge of the Russian language and laws
for permission to settle. Most controversially, the Cossacks called for a migrant police force to be
created in the Federal District, composed primarily of Cossacks.119
Other Extremist Groups
In a February 2001 article, Aleksandr Tarasov, a leading expert on skinheads in Russia, estimated
that there are between several hundred and 1,000 skinheads in Rostov.120
The RNU actively supported Colonel Yuri Budanov—a Russian officer put on trial in Rostov for
raping and murdering a young Chechen woman—by holding regular demonstrations outside the
courtroom, along with Cossacks, National Bolsheviks and communists. On the first day of the trial
on February 28 2001, their chants of “Freedom for Budanov!” were so loud at times that they
drowned out the court proceedings. Some demonstrators managed (with suspicious ease) to break
through the triple cordon of security surrounding the court house and burst into the court room
shouting “Freedom! Freedom!” before being ushered out by police.121
In April 2001, RNU members wearing swastika armbands noisily protested outside an international
human rights conference held in Rostov’s “Tikhy Don” hostel. “We are against foreigners interfering
with our affairs,” an RNU activist told a local paper. “Everyone should be the master in his own
home!” Although the protest was unsanctioned, police did nothing to break it up, though they did
keep a close eye on the neo-Nazis and no violence was reported.122
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On May Day, National Bolsheviks participated in the local communists’ rally by chanting: “Russia is
all, everything else is nothing!”123
In September, a local newspaper accused the KPRF’s candidate for governor—Leonid Ivanchenko—
of allying himself with the RNU. At the time the article was written, Mr. Ivanchenko’s candidacy
had just been ended by a controversial local election commission’s decision to strike him from the
ballot, causing a major political scandal in the region. The paper charged that swastika-wearing
RNU members attended a pro-Ivanchenko rally and that a local nationalist politician with alleged
ties to the RNU named Vladimir Dek appeared at the rally on the stage with Mr. Ivanchenko. The
Communist candidate allegedly referred “tenderly” to Mr. Dek using the diminutive “Volodya” in
public. In describing the scene at the rally, the newspaper characterized the “party of Internationalists-Leninists” as taking under its own roof “Russian Nazis” whose “black shirts and swastika arm
bands looked rather striking against the background of red flags with the hammer and sickle and a
snow white bust of Lenin…” RNU activists in return reportedly expressed their readiness to work
with the Communists.124
In December, RNU thugs tried to disrupt an appearance in that city by Russian Jewish poet Igor
Guberman. Thirty minutes before he was scheduled to appear, RNU members gathered in front of
the theater to distribute their local newspaper Rostovsky poryadok (“Rostov Order”). They passed
out recruitment fliers and called for Jews to be “treated like enemies.” Fortunately, local police
reacted quickly and got most of the RNU out of sight before the public or the poet arrived.125
Antisemitic Media
The local newspaper Burevestnik Dona continued to incite antisemitism in 2001. In late 2001, the
paper printed an article blaming “transnational financial clans striving for world rule” and Israel for
the September 11 terrorist attacks in the US.126
Xenophobia
During the Budanov trial (see “Other Extremist Groups” above), the mother of the Chechen girl that
he murdered fainted. According to a newspaper report entitled “Chechens Are Not People: At Least
Not For Rostov Doctors,” local doctors refused to treat her in a timely manner, endangering her life.
“How can you act like this!” the mother’s lawyer screamed at a nurse. “A woman faints, and you
haven’t given her any help!” “She hasn’t fainted,” was the reply. “She simply has closed her eyes.”
The author of the article concluded with the following troubling words: “After Khatyn, Auschwitz
and Zmievkaya Balka (the fascists shot tens of thousands of Rostov residents there), people felt
sorry. Today, nobody feels sorry for the Chechens. Such are the times and the morality of today…”127 According to another report, between 70-80% of Rostov residents supported Colonel
Budanov during his trial, despite clear evidence that he had committed a war crime.128
In September 2001, Ivan Shushkevich—a MVD official in charge of personnel—warned that ethnic
tensions between migrants and residents throughout the Southern Federal District were worsening,
pointing out the specific example of a micro-district in Rostov where Afghan refugees are supposedly pushing out the local population.129
In October 2001, a newspaper published the results of an interesting experiment—a Dagestani living
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in Rostov chronicled how many times police harassed him over the preceding summer. The subject
of the experiment—identified only as Fazil—dressed differently at different times, ranging from nice
clothes to shabby ones—and was sometimes cleanly shaven and other times had a beard. No matter
how he looked, he was routinely stopped by police doing document searches of any “suspicious”
characters—clear evidence of racial profiling.130
Religious Intolerance
In Taganrog, the city’s 7,000 Muslims have no mosque, since the original mosque was burned down
under Soviet rule and the construction of a new mosque was halted half-way to completion by local
authorities. In December 2000, Keston News Service reported that Cossacks, Communists and
Russian Orthodox clergy had written to officials complaining of the “threat” posed by the mosque
construction. Cossacks held demonstrations outside the mosque construction site and beat up a
security guard, threatening to kill him. A local television broadcast featured a discussion involving
Communists and Russian Orthodox clergy (no Muslims were invited) who argued against the construction, claiming it was funded by Chechen “terrorists.” The city administration then went to court
to stop the construction, but the court refused to order a halt, after which a criminal case was started
alleging that the construction was illegal. Eventually, an agreement was reached that stipulated that
the mosque could be built, only with a minaret that was not too high.131
However, on March 5, 2001, a court ordered that the construction site must be demolished. A local
Muslim leader announced that he would not demolish the site, but he was contradicted by the deputy
mayor of Taganrog, who threatened to send police to do the job.132 UCSJ is not aware of any reports
on further developments in this controversy.
Also in March 2001, a local newspaper printed an article defaming Mormons. The author of the
article argued that Russians should have the right “To defend their children against the propaganda of
alien ideas” but that Russian laws aren’t tough enough to “protect” Russians against Western missionaries.133 In April, the same paper ran an article about the Jehovah’s Witnesses, accusing them of
breaking apart families.134
According to a local human rights NGO, Seventh Day Adventists regularly encounter difficulties in
renting sites to conduct religious services due to the opposition of the Russian Orthodox Church.
The NGO reported one such example:
In the stanitsa [Cossack village] of Veshenskaya, on the initiative of a Russian Orthodox priest, already for the
second time there has appeared on the fence of a Seventh Day Adventist church the words “Danger, sect!”
written in black paint. A complaint has been sent to the regional administration.
In the media, the “true, Russian Orthodox” religion is angrily defended against other Christian confessions and
other religions.135

STAVROPOL KRAY
Estimated Jewish Population: 20,000.136
Highlights from the Previous Report
The newspaper Moskovskie novosti reported that the RNU guards several schools, two hospitals and
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a maternity ward and accused the mayor of Stavropol of openly supporting the hate group. The
newspaper also reported that the regional security commission estimated that around 1,000 people
are RNU members in Stavropol, and that 3% of the city population are RNU “sympathizers.” The
vice-head of the regional security council, Major General Vasily Belchenko, who is also the ataman
of the Terek Cossack Host, was quoted as saying that the RNU was much more effective in mobilizing its supporters than the local branches of several mainstream political parties and reportedly added
that if RNU members were to offer him their services in organizing self-defense detachments, he
would support them, provided that they quit the RNU or any other party they belong to. During the
December 1999 State Duma elections, local RNU leaders Sergey Galkin and Andrey Dudinov won
4% and 3% of the vote respectively, not enough to win, but unusually high for members of Russia’s
most notorious hate group.
In July 2000, Terek Cossacks and RNU members prevented 4,000 Jehovah’s Witnesses from meeting
in Georgievsk. Major General Belchenko supported the local ataman’s decision and said he doubted
that “sectarians” would be able to meet anywhere else without being stopped by the Cossacks. On
February 26-28, 1999 police at department #6 of the Stavropol region allegedly tortured more than
30 people from the Caucasus while insulting their ethnicity.
Persecution of Chechens was systematic. In what appears to be an effort to institute a quota system
for the number of Chechens arrested in the region, from the first quarter of 1999 on, local law enforcement agencies were reportedly required to report the number of Chechens arrested for crimes,
violating the passport regime, the number of Chechen-held bank accounts and Chechen owned
businesses that have been investigated, and the number of officials who have been arrested for
assisting Chechens to commit crimes. Anti-Chechen sentiment shot up as a result of terrorist attacks
and the activities of criminal gangs operating in districts bordering Chechnya.
Extremist Groups
The Terek Cossack Host
As in neighboring Krasnodar Kray, the main Stavropol Cossack organization—the Terek Cossack
Host—is both numerous, well-connected politically (its ataman Vasily Belchenko is also deputy
chief of the regional Security Council), well-armed, and openly racist. In November 2001, a newspaper reported that there are over 8,000 Cossacks serving in 33 self-defense units and dozens of additional security details in Stavropol Kray.137
In February 2001, an Internet-based newspaper reported that the newspaper of the Terek Cossack
Host had published an appeal by the RNU’s main successor organization—Russian Rebirth—calling
for the annexation of two border regions of Chechnya into Stavropol Kray.138
In April 2001, a paper in Nalchik reported that many Stavropol Kray residents were calling for the
deportation of the entire Chechen population of the kray, which numbers around 20,000.139 Later that
month, Cossack leaders from throughout the Southern Federal District met with Presidential Plenipotentiary Viktor Kazantsev to press him to limit migration to the Federal District.140
In May, a British newspaper reported the following about the murder of ethnic Russian civilians in
Grozny, allegedly committed by Cossacks from Stavropol:
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Viktor might have expected to be less under threat than a Chechen as he walked to the corner shop near his home
last December. After going three blocks he was suddenly challenged by two so-called “contract” soldiers, men
who sign up for the army for extra money and are widely regarded as mercenaries by Chechens. They told him
to lie on the ground and asked him who he was. He said he was going to buy bread. One asked: “Don’t you
know a Russian soldier was killed on this spot a few days ago?” Viktor replied: “I do. I’m Russian myself.”
One of the contract soldiers stood over him, grabbed him by the hair and slashed him across the throat, but did
not cut deep enough to kill him. He also stabbed him deep in the thigh. Then the soldiers left, telling him:
“Don’t move for four or five hours.” Despite the threat he staggered to his feet as soon as they were gone.
To his horror the soldiers returned, one saying derisively: “This guy really is a survivor.” They stabbed him
again in the head and neck. He says they did not seem drunk, but sounded strange and might have been on drugs.
From the beginning, Viktor and his family had a good idea of the identity of his attackers. The Russian checkpoint nearest his house was manned by contract soldiers from Stavropol in southern Russia. Natalya Estimirovo,
a Russian human rights worker in the same district, says they were Cossacks, well-known for brutality. “When
we had troops from the Urals they would get drunk, but you could talk to them,” she says. “You couldn’t deal
with the Stavropol regiment.” Viktor took refuge in Ingushetia, the republic neighbouring Chechnya. His
mother kept calling at the investigator’s office to see how the case was going. Then on 1 March his father
returned at 7pm from work. As he entered the courtyard he was confronted with three armed men in masks, and
one shot him in the leg. He passed out. When he woke up he saw his wife had been stabbed and shot to death.
Nobody knows who killed Viktor’s mother. Ms Estimorovo says soldiers from the Stavropol regiment are
suspected, because of the investigation. She says people in Grozny believe “the most likely outcome of demanding the prosecution of soldiers suspected of crimes is that you will be murdered.”141

At a July 12, 2001 meeting of the regional Security Council, officials sharply criticized Chechen
migrants, who they said “claimed” to be fleeing Russian military atrocities in Chechnya. Vasily
Belchenko went on local television to call upon Russians to unite against migrants.142
On August 31, 2001 Cossacks in Kislovodsk finally
agreed to allow the construction of a mosque, seven
years after the land for the construction was granted
to local Muslims.143
In October, a newspaper profiled the Cossack village
of Galyugaevskaya—once home to 30 Chechen families whom Cossacks drove out of the village after it
was attacked several times by criminals based in
Chechnya. Even Chechens who had lived in
Galyugaevskaya for decades were intimidated into
leaving. “From now on, there won’t be even one
Muslim here,” one villager was quoted as saying.144
RNU/Russian Rebirth
In May 2001, a Kransodar Kray newspaper quoted a
former resident of Stavropol Kray saying that in
Stavropol, the RNU is “very strong” and periodically
attacks Jews and Armenians.145
In June 2001, the Russian Jewish newspaper
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Evreyskoe slovo reported that the RNU had become more active in Stavropol.146
In December 2001, a news agency reported that an RNU successor organization called Russian
Rebirth held a joint press conference in Stavropol with the Russian All-People’s Union of Sergey
Baburin calling for unity among Russian “patriots.”147
Xenophobia
In December 2000, a news agency reported that leaflets were being distributed calling on people not
to vote for “the supporter of the Dagestani mafia” Stanislav Ilyasov—the main opponent of the
incumbent in gubernatorial elections.148 Mr. Ilyasov lost the race and unsuccessfully tried to have the
results nullified by accusing the governor’s campaign staff of distributing leaflets that incited ethnic
hatred.149
Religious Intolerance
In August 2001, Keston News Service reported that a Jehovah’s Witnesses congress in
Nezlobinskaya was banned by the city administration, supposedly because of threats of terrorism. A
Jehovah’s Witnesses spokesman was cited by Keston claiming that the reason behind the ban was
pressure from the RNU and Cossacks.150 In the end, however, the Nezlobinskaya congress took
place anyway, in defiance of the city administration and in the face of threats from extremist
groups.151
VOLGOGRAD OBLAST
Estimated Jewish Population: 4,000.152
Highlights from the Previous Report
In October 1999, a local newspaper reported that the RNU in the city of Volzhsky was guarding the
building in which the city administration and the local legislature are situated. Starting in March
2000, dark-skinned foreign students at the Volgograd Medical Academy were regularly attacked by
skinheads. Eleven students were attacked in March 2000 alone. Police reportedly responded at first
with indifference, but after pressure from Governor Nikolai Maksyuta, police cracked down, arresting skinhead soccer fans and members of a skinhead group called the Volga National Front, which
has between 80-200 members.
On November 7, 2000 the office of the independent newspaper Inter was firebombed. The editor of
the paper, Yefim Shusterman, publicly blamed antisemitic groups for the attack. In May 2000, a
newspaper reported that the Jewish community was pushing for the return of a synagogue confiscated by the Soviet government and currently occupied by a clinic. A city official insisted that the
Jewish community would have to pay for the relocation of the clinic if they wanted the building
back, and warned that returning the synagogue would cause tension in the city.
On October 17, 1999 protestors blocked the laying of a foundation stone for a mosque in Volgograd.
After a Chechen murdered a youth from the village of Kletskaya, and rumors spread that a Chechen
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had raped a four year old Russian girl, local residents rioted, destroying market booths belonging to
people from the Caucasus and smashing the widows of their homes. A hostel was set on fire and the
family of the murder suspect barely escaped with their lives. The authorities announced the next day
that no more Chechens would be allowed to settle in Kletskaya, but that the Chechen community
would not be evicted. In August 2000, the Tsaritsin Don Cossacks sent a petition to President Putin
asking that he institute direct presidential rule in the region, since the regional authorities were not
doing enough to protect the Russian population from Chechens. Oleg Savchenko, a prominent
businessman who represents Volgograd in the State Duma reportedly made statements in support of
nationalistic groups and calling for the deportation of Chechens.
On October 3, 2000 the US State Department made a statement condemning religious intolerance in
Russia. The statement mentioned that on August 20, 2000 in Volgograd:
[E]xtremists disrupted separate gatherings of members of Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Church of Latter Day
Saints. In both cases, worshipers were beaten. American missionaries from the Church of Latter Day Saints
were also threatened.

In an apparent hostile response to the State Department’s expression of concern, Interior Minister
Vladimir Rushaylo made a statement in Volgograd three days later warning that “sects” were trying
to undermine Russia.
UCSJ’s Regional Monitor on Local Conditions153
Since the region has traditionally been part of the [pro-KPRF] “Red Belt,” antisemitism is inflamed
not only among the masses, but on the level of the regional parliament. The stream of anti-Jewish
information, both in print and electronic media, grows during election campaigns. This theme is a
trump card for many candidates at various levels. This was especially strong during the last elections
to the post of head of the Volgograd regional administration, when every day of the last month before
the elections, candidate Stanislav Terentev—who at the same time is the chief editor of the nationalistic publication Kolokol—let loose such statements on regional radio and television. Such behavior
upset and even scared many Jews in Volgograd, who demanded that these programs be stopped.
There was only one answer to these demands: “The time was bought by the candidates and we
cannot legally stop the transmission.”
Antisemitic sentiment was also strengthened when the Volgograd Jewish Religious Community
bought the building of the “40 Years of October” House of Culture in order to open a Jewish school
there. Despite the fact that the a purchase agreement was reached which stipulated that all the [nonJewish] activities that took place there would continue as before, this incident was covered by the
media in such a way that it was made to look as if after the Jewish children started school there, all
other children taking part in activities there would be thrown out onto the street.
There were several meetings during which extremist slogans and nationalistic statements were
pronounced, along with signs reading “Let Us Protect the Children From the Chasids, Mormons and
Jehovists.”
One of the worst recent antisemitic incidents took place on June 16 [2001], when a group of young
people painted on the walls and door of the Volgograd Religious Jewish Public Center big black
swastikas and a Star of David crossed out, right in the center of the city. The Jewish community
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appealed to the police to start a criminal investigation. Unfortunately, such incidents in Volgograd are
not rare. Such incitement of ethnic hatred in the region by extremist elements cannot but cause
concern.
Now I would like to list briefly nationalistic publications in Volgograd. Such media can be divided
into two parts:
1. Local publications of a general informational profile.
2. Local publications of a totally nationalistic profile.
As far as section 1 is concerned, papers like Novye delovye vesti and Gorodskie vesti have published
nationalistic articles. They are especially numerous during local elections. As for section 2, there are
the newspapers Kolokol and Kazachy krug as well as newspapers distributed only in certain districts
of the city like Vesti Krasnooktyabrskogo rayon.
Around ten such newspapers produced in Moscow and St. Petersburg are sold in Volgograd.
But, despite the worrisome situation, since the arrival two years ago of Rabbi Zalman Ioffe, contact
with the city and regional authorities has been established, and the Jewish community has been
invited to participate in the Congress of Peoples of Southern Russia. And the main thing that has
happened is the unifying of the Jews, who have begun to be proud of their ethnicity.
Extremist Groups
Yevgeny Ishchenko, a rich businessman who represents Volgograd in the State Duma, reportedly has
long standing ties with extremist groups. For example, according to the newspaper Moskovskaya
pravda, in mid-1999 Mr. Ishchenko wrote to Moscow’s mayor Yuri Luzhkov to protest his decision
to ban an RNU congress in the capital.154 Such ties apparently continued in 2001, though not with
the RNU. In October 2001, a newspaper reported that Mr. Ishchenko “bought from the marginal
philosopher Valery Skurlatov the ‘Rebirth’ party.”155 In 1999, the “Rebirth” party united with the
RNU and one other party to form a joint ticket in the parliamentary elections. Several members of
the “Rebirth” party died fighting in the Trans-Dniester region of Moldova in the early 1990s, while
others took part in the defense of the Russian parliament in 1993. After Mr. Ishchenko took over the
“Rebirth” party in 2001, he announced that it would be a “liberal nationalist” party.156 In a November 2001 interview, he elaborated on what this type of nationalism means. After claiming that his
party has nothing in common with extremist groups like the RNU, Mr. Ishchenko gave his own,
more “civilized” version of the skinhead slogan “Russia for Russians!”:
We are convinced that the Russian people have the same rights in its own house as other peoples of the world.
And guests in this house should be guests… Migration to Russia has reached a threatening scale.157

On April 21, 2001 Aleksandr Melnikov, the 23 year old head of the Kotelnikovsky District chapter of
the RNU, was murdered. He was shot in the head from a hunting rifle, possibly as a result of a
criminal dispute. Although the RNU presents itself as a force for law and order, many of its members have ties to criminal groups.158
On June 5, 2001 the Volgograd Oblast Court of Appeals declined to review a decision by a lower
court which dismissed charges against a group of Cossacks who had attacked Jehovah’s Witnesses
39

Russian Regional Report

2001

on August 20, 2000 (see “Highlights from the Previous Report” above). The original trial took place
in the Krasnooktyabrsky District Court and found only one of the Cossacks guilty, but even he was
set free because he supposedly ceased to present a public menace.159
In August 2001, a group of skinheads beat two Romany (Gypsies) to death in Volgograd. Their
bodies were found on August 5 near the Tsaritsa River; the victims were so savagely beaten that it
took some time to identify them. Although nobody came forward to say that they saw the murders,
witnesses told police that they had noticed a group of skinheads near the river around the time of the
killings. Police soon afterwards arrested six skinheads and determined that they were the culprits.
Three skinheads were charged with murder, but the remaining three were not because they are under
the age of 14.160
In October 2001, the central government’s newspaper Rossiyskaya gazeta sent another in a series of
“signals from above” about the threat of extremist groups in the provinces, this time in Volgograd.
The author of the article complained about the State Duma’s refusal to pass a bill on extremism and
then reported that:
Some evenings on Mamaev Kurgan in Volograd, gangs of skinheads gather and light fires. They burn books—
the writings of Baptists, Jehovists and theologians of Jewish origin—the same books that the fascists under
Hitler burned in the squares of German cities… In the West, for example, the Nazi skinhead movement has a
powerful public counterbalance in the antifascists. In Russia, such an informal antifascist movement is practically non-existent, which means that there is no force that could really counter fascism.161

In December 2001, the city administration of Volgograd hosted a meeting with the local FSB on
extremism in the region. An FSB official was cited in a news agency report as saying that there are
five gangs of skinheads in the city, and that they are becoming more active.162
Antisemitic Incidents
As UCSJ’s regional monitor reported in July 2001 (See “UCSJ’s Regional Monitor on Local Conditions” above), false accusations spread by the regional media that the Jewish community, which in
May 2000 purchased the “40 Years of October” House of Culture in order to use part of it as a
Jewish school, would drive out all the non-Jewish children who have traditionally used it for youth
activities, inflamed antisemitic sentiment. Antisemitic groups held protest rallies and meetings. A
March 10, 2001 meeting convened by the Volgograd National Council was particularly hateful. The
head of the Council of Cossack Elders, a former principal of a local school, called for people to
“throw out these greedy Chasids and return the House of Culture to the children.” The deputy head
of the Volgograd National Council called the purchase of the House of Culture by the Jewish community “a crime,” comparing it to a foreign occupation, and called for a return to the Soviet practice
of requiring passports to identify the bearer’s ethnicity. The heads of two local factories also gave
antisemitic speeches. The city administration gave a briefing on April 2, 2001 in which a spokesperson condemned the Volgograd National Council’s meeting as inciting ethnic hatred.163
In August 2001, a newspaper reported that a group of World War II veterans had sent a letter of
protest to Governor Nikolai Maksyuta about an American film on the Battle of Volgograd called
“Enemy at the Gates.” Among other things, the veterans complained that a Jewish actor had played
the part of Khrushchev in the film.164
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A sukkah (a small ceremonial structure erected to commemorate the Jewish holiday Sukkot) near the
Volgograd Jewish Public Center was burned down on the night of October 2, 2001, according to a
local Jewish leader. The following night, another sukkah was stolen from the grounds of the “Or
Avner” Jewish school in Volgograd.
Antisemitic Media
In addition to the newspapers mentioned above (See “UCSJ’s Regional Monitor on Local Conditions”), the local newspaper Oblastnye vesti in August 2001 gave the following assessment of USIsraeli relations:
Israel, using the fight against terrorism, as usual, extorts money from the Jewish diaspora and the US Congress.
The moment the flow of dollars weakens, accusations of the worst of all sins—antisemitism—start to fly against
the government of the States.165
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Victim of Tsaritsyno market
rampage, October 2001
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CENTRAL FEDERAL DISTRICT
BELGOROD OBLAST
Highlights from the Previous Report

A local human rights NGO reported that: “The regional and district administrations do not take any
measures to curb the activity of the RNU. In almost every large population center there is a permanent gathering place for the RNU and its supporters, and printed material from the organization is
available in every city and settlement.”
The same NGO reported that in 1999 the local branch of the Congress of Russian Communities
circulated a petition calling for the deportation of all foreigners from the region. Keston News
Service quoted the head of the regional Department of Religious Affairs as saying that all foreign
missionaries were under police surveillance and that, “We must help the Russian Orthodox Church
so that the West does not fill the spiritual vacuum, since the idea of the separation of church and state
is in fact a sham.”
Extremist Groups
During May Day 2001, RNU activists circulated hate literature, including their newspaper Russky
poryadok. A local news service reported that pensioners attending the rally “actively argued” with
the neo-Nazis, but that the police observed the neo-Nazis’ activities “without getting upset.” The
report contained a quote from a high level local police official justifying such inaction by arguing
that the RNU “is not banned” but that he personally has no respect for the movement.1
In September 2001, a congress of the RNU took place in the Shebekinsky District of the oblast.
Seventy miles from the regional capital, Aleksandr Barkashov—the founder of the RNU—promised
RNU leaders from several cities in Russia and Ukraine that: “With or without elections, we will
come to power. If we have to wage war, we will wage war.” He then went on to praise the local
RNU branch, calling it “one of the best in the country.” The congress was in honor of the tenth
anniversary of the founding of the movement.2
Antisemitic Incidents
Several professors from Belgorod and one deputy from the Belgorod regional legislature (S. Bulavin)
wrote an open letter to President Putin published in the July 31, 2001 issue of Zavtra (Russia’s
leading antisemitic publication) calling for the president to defend the “Russian patriot” Igor
Froyanov—the head of the History Department at St. Petersburg University who was fired, in part,
for his espousal of antisemitic and Stalinist beliefs.3 (For more on Professor. Froyanov, see the St.
Petersburg chapter.)
Religious Intolerance
In March 2001, the Belgorod provincial legislature adopted a law entitled “On Missionary Activity
on the Territory of Belgorod Oblast” that religious freedom activists charged blatantly contradicts the
Russian Constitution.4 A Keston News Service report noted that the law permits missionary activity
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only inside churches, in private residences provided there is permission from the inhabitants, or in
other locations that “accord with the requirements for holding mass spectator events.” Unlike
similar anti-missionary laws in other Russian regions, the Belgorod law is not just confined to
foreign citizens, but also applies to Russians. Foreigners are specifically prohibited from conducting
missionary activity if they claim to have come to Belgorod for a different reason. According to the
Keston report, both foreign and Russian missionaries are required to submit to the authorities a
document proving their membership in a religious organization, a copy of an invitation issued to
them to visit the region, an itinerary of their stay, and proof of local registration. In addition, if they
want to conduct missionary activities with minors, they must first obtain the parents’ permission, a
standard that one local Pentecostal leader noted was unlikely to be applied to Russian Orthodox
priests. Keston reported that his church had been denied permission to hold an event because of the
law’s provision on minors.5
The motivation behind this highly restrictive law was made clear at a May 2001 Congress of Russian
Orthodox Youth held in Belgorod. Archbishop Ioann of Belgorod and Stary Oskol reportedly told
delegates: “The main thing today is to stop Western expansion and preserve the national faith and the
people’s culture.”6 According to Keston News Service, which conducted an interview with Archbishop Ioann that same month, the Archbishop believes that the Belgorod region’s proximity to the
Ukrainian city of Kharkov makes the anti-missionary law necessary, because of destructive influences coming from the West, including missionaries.7 A local Adventist pastor—Pavel Dmitrenko—
accused Russian Orthodox radio programs of spreading the lie that the Adventist faith encourages
suicide.8
On a somewhat positive note, the regional Department of Justice’s Public Prosecutor—Pavel
Kondrashev—challenged the law, arguing that it contradicts federal legislation. The dispute went all
the way to the Supreme Court, which unfortunately did not strike down the law. Strangely, Prosecutor Kondrashev himself did not appear before the Supreme Court, but sent a deputy instead, who
argued against his position!9
Catholics in the city of Belgorod received an informal guarantee in 2001 that their congregation
would finally be registered after two years of being refused by the local Department of Justice,
according to Keston. Catholics are especially eager to register so that they can lay claim to a former
Catholic church in the city. However, ownership of the church has been transferred by the local
Department of Culture to the Russian Orthodox Church for use as a museum and library.10 UCSJ is
not aware at the time of writing whether the Belgorod Catholics ever attained registration or ownership of the church.
BRYANSK OBLAST
Estimated Jewish Population: 3,000 in the city of Bryansk.11
Highlights from the Previous Report
According to a local human rights NGO, during the 1999 May Day demonstration in Bryansk, in
which most of the regional and city elite participated, antisemitic slogans were shouted over loudspeakers, including accusations against “Yeltsin and other Zionists.” Governor Yuri Lodkin has from
the beginning of his term allegedly blamed “Zionists,” NATO and the US for Russia’s problems.
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Media controlled by the governing “Patriotic Bryansk” movement regularly published articles attacking non-Russians, especially Jews, in its newspapers. Vasily Shandybin, a KPRF member who
represents Bryansk’s 64th Electoral District in the State Duma, made public antisemitic statements.
During the May Day demonstration in 2000, Mr. Shandybin told the crowd that: “Moscow has been
seized by the enemy, but we will bring order to Russia!” Copies of the infamous antisemitic forgery
“The Protocols of the Elders of Zion” were reportedly distributed at the rally. The same human
rights NGO reported that the RNU is “actively developing” in the region, and that it is a member
organization of the Public Council under the governor—an official body. The National Bolshevik
Party held demonstrations in Bryansk. Police singled out people from the Caucasus and Central Asia
for passport checks.
UCSJ’s Regional Monitor on Local Conditions12
Jewish sections of cemeteries in the Sovetsky District, Bezhitse and Bordovichi have been desecrated: swastikas and other fascist symbols were drawn.
Young members of the RNU and other pro-fascist organizations regularly break the windows of the
Jewish school on Lunacharsky Street, located next door to the main police station of the Sovetsky
District. During the holiday of Sukkot, several bottles were thrown at celebrating Jews beyond the
boundaries of the synagogue. Miraculously, nobody was injured.
During the 1930s, a stone synagogue on Pionerskaya St. was taken away from the Jewish community
of the city of Bryansk. The building was then given to the House of Culture of the Stalin Pork
Factory. Today, a wholesale warehouse and a tourism business are located in the building. The city
administration has refused numerous requests from the Jewish community and Chief Rabbi of Russia
Adolf Shaevich to return the building to the community (in accordance with the law on restitution of
religious property), claiming that the building no longer belongs to the state. However, according to
the law, the authorities should have offered the community an identical property somewhere else.
A Jewish looking young woman named Mariya Gurevich was sitting at a polling place in the
Bezhitsky District. A man came up to her and started mocking her: he asked her for whom he should
vote, and when the woman answered that she didn’t have the right to say anything about that, he
started to threaten her and scream that the kikes have bought everything. A nearby policeman pretended that he didn’t notice anything.
A person (“N.”) was illegally fired at the “Bryansktruboprovodstroy” Factory in the Fokinsky District. The director of the factory—Korovin—said that he didn’t want to work with kikes. A court
ruled that the firing was illegal and the person was given back his job. But the director didn’t calm
down and did everything he could to make sure that this person quit.
In 2000, another young person of Jewish ethnicity was beaten and fired by his boss. Again, the basis
of this action was antisemitism.
In the Spring of 2001, a group of young Jews were sitting at a Bryansk city restaurant. They made several
requests for the band to play Jewish songs (Hava Nagila, 7:40, etc.); the price for each song was 100
rubles. Other restaurant patrons danced with the Jews, and nobody was upset by this. But then the
manager of the restaurant came out and ordered the musicians not to take any more requests from the Jews.

50

